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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Status: 1-39 are rejected. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-39 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new groxmd(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claiml-39 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maxwell et al. 
(US Patent No. 5,675,784) and further in view of hnammura et al. (US Patent No. 5,999,914) 
1. Regarding Claims 1, and 31, 32, and 33, Maxwell discloses a method of distributing data 
for use in a catalog, comprising: 

capturing product data for one or more products according to data model, the data model 
having one or more classes, each one of the one or more classes being defined by one or more 
categories, each of the one or more categories being defined by an attribute group having one or 
more attributes (see Fig. 2, 53, column 8, lines 42-67, Maxwell); 

Maxwell does not explicitly disclose the step of storing the product data including both a 
manufacturer SKU that identifies the product and a customer SKU that identifies the product, 
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and at least one customer SKU that identifies the product, each customer SKU being associated 
with a customer for which the product data is being stored for subsequence distribution to the 
customer, wherein the sorted product data is suitable for use in an electronic catalog, the 
customer being a manufacturer, retailer, or distributor of the product. On the other hand, 
Imammura discloses the storing the product data including both a manufacturer SKU that 
identifies the product and a customer SKU that identifies the product, and at least one customer 
SKU that identifies the product, each customer SKU being associated with a customer for which 
the product data is being stored for subsequence distribution to the customer, wherein the sorted 
product data is suitable for use in an electronic catalog, the customer being a manufacturer, 
retailer, or distributor of the product (see Fig. 7, column 9, lines 24-53, Imammura). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to add/modify 
Maxwell with Imammura by including the step storing the product data including both a 
manufacturer SKU that identifies the product and a customer SKU that identifies the product, 
wherein the stored product data is suitable for use in an electronic catalog, and the motivation 
would have been improving the use of the electronic catalogs for a wide market segment which 
will increase the number of users shopping online. 

2. Regarding Claims 2, 34, 35, and 36, The combination of Maxwell and Imammura 
discloses a method of maintaining catalog data stored in a system product data file, comprising: 
receiving a customer product portfolio file, the customer portfolio file including at least 
one SKU associated with each product for which data is requested by a customer, the customer 
being a manufacturer, retailer, or distributor of the products (see column 17, lines 1-7, 
Imammura); 
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mapping the customer product portfolio file to the system product data file such that each 
product identified in the customer product portfolio file that is not in the system product data file 
is identified (see column 17, lines 9-15, hnammura); 

capturing data for the product that is not in the system product data file (see column 7, 
lines 20-52, Maxwell); 

adding the captured data for the product to the system product data file (see colunm 7, 
lines 18-20, Maxwell). 

3. Regarding Claims 3, and 4, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a 
method further including: 

generating component data for the product fi-om the system product data file, wherein the 
component data includes at least one of a product description, technical specifications, a 
marketing description, an image(see column 9, lines 42-49, Imammura). 

4. Regarding Claim 5, and 6, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a 
method further including: 

generating enriched product data from the system product data file according to a 
customer profile, transmitting the enriched product data (see column 1, lines 63-67, column 2, 
lines 1-5, Imammura); 

5. Regarding Claim 6, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method 
wherein the steps of generating enriched product data and transmitting the enriched product data 
are performed simultaneously with the steps of capturing data, adding the captured data, and 
generating component data (see Fig. 10, Imammura). 
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6. Regarding Claim 7, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method 
wherein the customer product portfolio file includes: 

a manufacturer SKU associated with a product (see Fig. 10, Product No., Imammura); 
a customer SKU assigned by a customer to the product (see Fig. 10, Mark Name, 
Imammura); 

a manufacturer identifier for the product that identifies a manufacturer of the product (see 
Fig. 10, Product Name, Imammura); 

a product description describing the product (see Fig. 10, Product explanation, 
Imammura). 

7. Regarding Claim 8, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method 
further including: 

retrieving a component definition associated with the component data, the component 
definition having a section header, a line header, and a line body definition that defines contents 
and format for a line body which describes the line header (see Fig. 7, 720, 730, Imammura); 

obtaining the contents of the line body fi'om the system product data file and from literals 
provided in the line body definition (see Fog. 7, 73, Imammura); 

providing the section header, the line header, and the line body (see Fig. 7, 70-78, 
Imammura). 

8. Regarding Claim 9, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method 
fiirther including: 
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classifying the product in one of a plurality of categories, each of the categories having at 
least one attribute group that identifies one or more attributes, each of the attributes being 
associated with one or more values (see column 7, lines 10-67, Maxwell); 

wherein the line header identifies an attribute group associated with the product (see Fig. 
7, Imammura). 

9. Regarding Claim 10, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method 
further including: 

classifying the product according to a data model (see column 7, lines 9-17, Maxwell); 

extracting information specified by a component definition firom the system product data 
file and the data model(see column 3, lines 35-38, Maxwell); 

building a component descriptor from the extracted information and the component 
definition (see column 8, lines 2-4, Maxwell). 

10. Regarding Claim 1 1 , the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method 
further including: 

providing the component descriptor in response to a catalog query (see column 8, lines 
14-20, Maxwell). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 12, the combination of Maxwell and Imarmnura discloses a method 
further including: 

storing the component descriptor in a file (see Fig. 9, 900, Imammura). 

12. Regarding Claims 13, and 37, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a 
method of maintaining catalog data stored in a system product data file, comprising: 
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receiving a customer product portfolio file that identifies products for which data is 
requested, wherein the customer product portfolio file includes at least one SKU associated with 
each of the products for which data is requested by the customer, the customer being a 
manufacturer, retailer, or distributor of the products the customer being a manufacturer, retailer, 
or distributor of the products for which data is requested by the customer in the customer 
products portfolio file(see column 8, lines 21-38, and column 5, lines 24-30, Maxwell); 

mapping the customer product portfolio file to the system product data file such that each 
product that is not in the system product data file is identified(see column 2, lines 5-11, 
Maxwell); 

generating enriched product data fi*om the system product data file according to a 
customer profile; transmitting the enriched product data (see column 2, lines 15-23, Maxwell). 

13. Regarding Claim 14, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method 
wherein the customer profile identifies at least one customer, and wherein generating enriched 
product data from the system product data file according to the customer profile includes: 

obtaining a system record associated with a customer fi"om the system product data file 
(see 9, 900, Imammura); 

generating a product header for the system record, the product header including a 
customer SKU associated with the system record (see Fig. 9, 90, Imammura). 

14. Regarding Claim 15, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method 
wherein the product header further includes a system SKU that identifies a product associated 
with the system record and a category identifier that identifies a category in which the product is 
classified (see Fig. 10, Imammura). 
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15. Regarding Claim 16, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method 
wherein the product header further includes at least one of a manufacturer product description 
that describes standard features of the product, a product line associated with the product, and a 
model number associated with the product (see column 8, lines 21-29, Maxwell). 

16. Regarding Claim 17, and 18, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a 
method wherein the customer profile further includes customer searchable attribute preferences 
corresponding to each customer, the customer searchable attribute preferences specifying 
attributes for which values are to be transmitted, the method further including; 

obtaining attribute values for the specified attributes from the system record (see column 
5, lines 43-52, Maxwell). 

17. Regarding Claim 19, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method 
further including: 

producing a list of related products associated with the system record (see column 5, lines 
53-65, Maxwell). 

18. Regarding Claim 20, the method as recited in claim 19, wherein the list of related 
products includes the customer SKU associated with the system record and a customer SKU for 
each of the related products. 

19. Regarding Claims 21, 29, and 30, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a 
method of maintaining catalog data stored in a system product data file, comprising: 

receiving a customer product portfolio file that identifies products for which data is 
requested by one or more customer, the data being suitable for use in an electronic catalog, the 
customer product portfolio file including a manufacturer SKU associated with each product, a 
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customer SKU associated with the product, a manufacturer identifier identifying a manufacturer 
of each of the products for which data is requested, the customer being a manufacturer, retailer, 
or distributor of the products for which data is requested by the customer in the customer 
products portfoHo file (see Fig. 14A, steps 701, and 702, Maxwell); and 

mapping the customer product portfoho file to the system product data file such that each 
product for which data is not in the system product data file is identified, thereby identifying one 
or more of the products for which data is requested and has not been obtained and stored in the 
system product data file (see Fig. 14 A, steps 702, 742, Maxwell). 

20. Regarding Claim 22, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method 
wherein mapping the customer product portfolio file includes: 

ascertaining whether the manufacturer identified in the customer product portfolio file is 
new, the manufacturer being a new manufacturer if the manufacturer is not identified in the 
system product data file; and 

if the manufacturer is new, assigning a manufacturer identifier to the new manufacturer 
such that the manufacturer identifier is stored in the system product data file. 

21. Regarding Claim 23, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method 
wherein mapping the customer product portfolio file includes: 

determining whether the customer SKU in the customer product portfolio file is new, the 
customer SKU being new if the customer SKU is not identified in the system product data file 
(see Fig. 10, Imammura); 
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if the customer SKU is new, creating a new system SKU such that the new system SKU 
is mapped in the system product data file to the customer SKU (see column 8, lines 36-48, 
Imammura). 

22. Regarding Claim 24, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method 
further including: 

classifying the new system SKU according to a data model, the data model including one 
or more classes, each of the one or more classes including one or more categories (see column 9, 
lines 10-28, Maxwell). 

23. Regarding Claim 25, the combination of Maxwell and Imammm-a discloses a method 
further including: 

determining whether the customer SKU is invahd (see column 8, lines 54-60, 
Imammura^); 

reporting the customer SKU if it is determined to be invalid(see Fig. 7„ Imammura). 

24. Regarding Claim 26, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method of 
querying a catalog database, the catalog database including 

product data for one or more products, each of the products being classified in at least 
one of a plurality of categories, the product data for each product including a set of attributes 
corresponding to the category within which the product is classified, each of the attributes having 
at least one attribute value, the method comprising: 

accepting a selection of at least one of the set of attributes corresponding to one of the 
plurality of categories (see column 6, lines 59-63, Maxwell); 
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accepting a selection of products within the one of the plurality of categories (see column 
6, lines 63-66, Maxwell); 

obtaining one or more attribute values corresponding to the selected attributes for each of 
the selected products from the catalog database (see column 10, lines 30-31, Maxwell); 

displaying the obtained attribute values for the selected products (see column 10, lines 
33-36, Maxwell). 

25. Regarding Claim 27,the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method 
where displaying the obtained attribute values for the selected products includes assigning 
normalized numeric values to the obtained attribute values (see column 10, lines 58-65, 
Maxwell). 

26. Regarding Claim 28, the combination of Maxwell and Imammura discloses a method of 
querying a catalog database including product data for one or more products classified according 
to a data model, the method comprising: 

accepting a user query specifying a product and a component to be retrieved for use in a 
catalog, the catalog component including at least one of a product description, technical 
specifications, a marketing description, an image, and a URL associated with the product (see 
column 12, lines 54-59, Maxwell); 

obtaining a catalog component definition associated with the catalog component, the 
catalog component definition defining a format for the catalog component (see column 12, lines 
60-62, Maxwell); 



* Since the SKU number is a unique as disclosed in column 7, lines 38-48. examiner interprets this step reads on the 
step of customer SKU validation. 
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extracting information specified by the catalog component definition from the catalog 
database and the data model (see column 12, lines 62-67, Maxwell); 

building a catalog component descriptor from the extracted information and the catalog 
component definition (see column 14, lines 41-50, Maxwell). 
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